
Passage 4 

 

          The difference between a liquid and a gas is obvious under the conditions of 

temperature and pressure commonly found at the surface of the Earth. A liquid can be 

kept in an open container and fills it to the level of a free surface. A gas forms no free 

surface but tends to diffuse throughout the space available; it must therefore be kept in a 

closed container or held by a gravitation field, as in the case of a planet's atmosphere. 

The distinction was a prominent feature of early theories describing the phases of matter. 

In the nineteenth century, for example. one theory maintained that a liquid could be 

"dissolved" in a vapor without losing its identity. and another theory held that the two 

phases are made up of different kinds of molecules: 

liquidons and gasons. The theories now prevailing take a quite different approach by 

emphasizing what liquids and gases have in common. They are both forms of matter that 

have no permanent structure, and they both flow readily. They are fluids. 

 

          The fundamental similarity of liquids and gases becomes clearly apparent when 

the temperature and pressure are raised somewhat. Suppose a closed container partially 

filled with a liquid is heated. The liquid expands, or in other words becomes less dense; 

some of it evaporates. In contrast, the vapor above the liquid surface becomes denser as 

the evaporated molecules are added to it. The combination of temperature and pressure 

at which the densities become equal is called the critical point. Above the critical point 

the liquid and the gas can no longer be distinguished; there is a single, undifferentiated 

fluid phase of uniform density. 

 

 

1. Which of the following would be the most appropriate title for the passage? 

(A) The Properties of Gases and Liquids  (B) High Temperature Zones on the Earth  

(C) The Beginnings of Modern Physics  (D) New Containers for Fluids  

 

2. According to the passage, the difference between a liquid and a gas under normal conditions on 

Earth is that the liquid  

(A) is affected by changes in pressure  (B) has a permanent structure 

(C) forms a free surface   (D) is considerably more common 

 

3. It can be inferred from the passage that the gases of the Earth's atmosphere are contained by 

(A) a closed surface  (B) the gravity of the planet 

(C) the field of space  (D) its critical point  

 

4. According to the passage, in the nineteenth century some scientists viewed liquidons and gasons 

as 

(A) fluids  (B) dissolving particles 

(C) heavy molecules  (D) different types of molecules 

 

5. According to the passage, what happens when the temperature is increased in a closed container 

holding a liquid? 

(A) The liquid and gas phases become more similar. 

(B) The liquid and the gas become less dense. 

(C) The container expands. 

(D) The liquid evaporates out of the container. 

 

6. According to the passage, which of the following is the best definition of the critical point?  

(A) When the temperature and the pressure are raised 

(B) When the densities of the two phases are equal 

(C) When the pressure and temperature are combined 

(D) When the container explodes 



 

 

Passage 5 

 

          Lucinda Childs's spare and orderly dances have both mystified and mesmerized 

audiences for more than a decade. Like other so-called "postmodern" choreographers. 

Childs sees dance as pure form Her dances are mathematical explorations of geometric 

shapes, and her dancers are expressionless, genderless instruments who etch intricate 

patterns on the floor in precisely timed. repetitive sequences of relatively simple steps. 

The development of Childs's career, from its beginning in the now legendary Judson 

Dance Theater. paralleled the development of minimalist art, although the choreographer 

herself has taken issue with those critics who describe her work as minimalist. In her 

view, each of her dances is simply "an intense experience of intense looking and 

listening," in addition to performing with her troupe, the Lucinda Childs Dance Company. 

Childs has appeared in the avant-garde opera Einstein on the Beach, in two of Broadway 

plays, and in the films Jeonne d'Iman by Marie Jimenez and 21:12 Piano Bor. 

 

          As a little girl, Childs had dreamed of becoming an actress. She appeared 

regularly in student productions throughout her school years, and when she was about 

eleven she began to take drama lessons. it was at the suggestion of her acting coach 

that the youngster, who was, by her own admission. "clumsy, shapeless, and on the 

heavy side." enrolled in a dancing class Among her early teachers were Hanya Holm. the 

dancer and choreographer who introduced the Wigman system of modern dance 

instruction to the United States, and Helen Tamiris, the Broadway choreographer. 

Pleased with her pupil's progress. Ms. Tamiris eventually asked the girl to perform 

onstage. After that exhilarating experience, Lucinda Childs "wasn't sure [she] even 

wanted to be an actress anymore. 

 

 

1. What is the passage mainly about? 

(A) Minimalist art  (B) Mathematical forms 

(C) A choreographer  (D) Broadway plays 

 

2. The word "its" in line 6 refers to  

(A) career  (B) development 

(C) steps  (D) the Judson Dance Theater 

 

3. The work of Lucinda Childs has been compared to which of the following? 

(A) Avant-garde opera  (B) The Wigman system 

(C) Realistic drama   (D) Minimalist art 

 

4. In which artistic field did Childs first study 

(A) Painting (B) Dance (C) Drama (D) Film 

 

 

 


